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“…we were surprised to obtain superlinear
speedups on average… our first reaction was 
to assume that our sample size was too small 
…” - V. Rao & V. Kumar

Superlinear Speedup in Parallel State-Space Search
Technical Report AI88-80, 1988
CS Dept., U of Texas - Austin
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Poor usage:
I believe that optimizing compilers can reorder data 
accesses to improve locality.

Better usage:
Optimizing compilers can reorder data accesses to 
improve locality.

Unless there is a citation at the end of the sentence, 
or you explicitly stated otherwise, everything that you 
write is your opinion, your belief, and your thought.
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Avoid using “This” to refer to the meaning of the
previous sentence:

Poor Usage:
The data is written into the outer cylinders of 
the hard disk. This reduces the access time.

Better Usage:
The data is written into the outer cylinders of 
the hard disk. This data distribution reduces 
the access time.
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Visiting dignitaries watched yesterday as ground was
broken for the new high-energy physics laboratory 
with a blowout safety wall. This is the first visible
evidence of the university’s plans 
for modernization and expansion.

Visiting dignitaries watched yesterday as ground was
broken for the new high-energy physics laboratory 
with a blowout safety wall. The ceremony afforded
the first visible evidence of the university’s plans 
for modernization and expansion.
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Poor usage:
Feldmeier demonstrated that a routing-table cache 
could reduce the lookup time in network gateways by 
65\%~\cite{feldmeierINFOCOM88}.

Better usage:
Feldmeier demonstrates that a routing-table cache 
may reduce the lookup time in network gateways by 
65\%~\cite{feldmeierINFOCOM88}.
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Better usage:
Feldmeier demonstrates that a routing-table cache 
may reduce the lookup time in network gateways by 
65\%~\cite{feldmeierINFOCOM88}.

Poor usage:
Feldmeier~\cite{feldmeierINFOCOM88}
demonstrates that a routing-table cache may reduce 
the lookup time in network gateways by 65\%.
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Poor usage:
Chiueh et al. designs a CPU-style IP caching 
scheme and demonstrates that general-purpose 
processors can serve as a powerful platform for high-
performance IP routing~\cite{chiueh1999}. 

Better usage:
Chiueh et al. design a CPU-style IP caching scheme 
and demonstrates that general-purpose processors 
can serve as a powerful platform for high-
performance IP routing~\cite{chiueh1999}. 
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Poor usage:
This framework doesn’t address dynamic 
compilation.

Better usage:
This framework does not address dynamic 
compilation.

Avoid contractions in technical writing. 
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Poor usage:
This framework does not address dynamic 
compilation.

Better usage:
This framework applies to static compilation.

Make your sentences affirmative.
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Poor usage:
Cache memories are built with expensive 
technology, so they are small.

Better usage:
Cache memories are built with expensive 
technology, therefore they are small.

Avoid all colloquialisms in technical writing.
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William Safire (4 November 1979, New York Times)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Fumblerules
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Other fumblerules created since these lists were published…
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Do not "justify" paragraphs, but rather put a single phrase on 
each line. This makes it easier to > read the text > scan for 
phrases > see the differences from one iteration to the next 
(eg, using "diff") > avoid introducing errors, as otherwise foo
% this had been bar may become foo % this had been bar
To illustrate... that previous paragraph, when justified, 
becomes …
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The Elements of Style
By William Strunk Jr., E.B. White, 
and Roger Angell, Fourth Edition, 
Longman, 2000
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Writing for Computer Science
By Justin Zobel, Springer, 2004.
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Handbook of Writing for
The Mathematical Sciences
By Nicholas J. Higham, Siam,1993.
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